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Foundation 
Level 1 

Adopts the correct playing 
position including holding the 
instrument and the correct 
position of both hands, 
recognising the right hand 
fingering. 

Is able to play single note 
open string rhythm patterns, 
keeping right hand shapes 
and positions. 

Is able to count, clap, sing 
and play basic rhythms 
including crotchets, minims 
and semibreves. 

Can demonstrate a range of 
notes in the first position on 
all six strings. 

Is able to play a tune with 
others in unison and a simple 
duet with their tutor. 

Foundation 
Level 2 

Correctly use the left hand in 
the first position over all six 
strings and the use of P, I, M 
fingerings for the right hand. 
Can play legato and staccato, 
and can tune the instrument 
with support from their 
tutor. 

Has a clear and even tone, 
when produced in the first 
position. Changes notes 
cleanly and accurately, and 
can perform melodies along 
with simple dynamics (piano - 
forte) making use of 
crescendo and diminuendo. 

Is able to count, clap, sing 
and play basic rhythms 
including crotchets, minims, 
dotted minims and 
semibreves.  

Is able to play repertoire 
using a range of elementary 
chords. 

Is able to perform duets parts 
playing either the bass or 
treble parts. Can repeat a 
basic phrase 'by ear'. 

Foundation 
Level 3 
(Grade 1 
approx.) 

Has developed a secure free 
stroke (Tirando) whilst 
playing arpeggios and chords 
and maintains a relaxed 
posture, supporting the 
instrument securely and with 
ease. Is able to play notes in 
the first and second position. 

Can adapt right hand shapes 
and positions to change the 
tone of the piece of music 
playing over the fingerboard 
(Tasto) and at the bridge 
(Ponticello). 

Is able to count, clap and 
play basic rhythms including 
quavers, crotchets, minims, 
dotted minims and 
semibreves. Can play 
rhythmic patterns in 
imitation and improvise a 
response. 

Is able to demonstrate a 
knowledge of notes in the 
first, second and third 
positions. Scales: G^, F^, 
Am*, Em* (1 oct). Arpeggios: 
G, Em (1 oct) 

Can play either a solo piece 
or in an ensemble with 
increasing awareness and can 
communicate the character 
of the music. Is able to play 
in 2/4, 3/4 & 4/4 time 
signatures.  

Intermediate 
Level 1 

Is able to demonstrate good 
right hand shapes and 
maintain the balance of 
sound in a variety of arpeggio 
patterns. 

Is able to alternate pairs of 
right hand fingers at a variety 
of tempos and to be able to 
play both the half and full 
bar with the left hand. Is 
able to play in a clear tone 
with vibrato, portamento and 
other ornamentations. 

Can play a variety of rhythms 
from semibreves to 
semiquavers and syncopated 
rhythms. 

Is able to play all notes with 
confidence in the first, 
second, third and fifth 
positions. 

Can play solo pieces in one or 
a variety of styles and time 
signatures, including 6/8. 
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Intermediate 
Level 2 
(Grade 2 
approx.) 

Is able to adapt right hand 
shapes and positions to 
different functions to create 
clear and clean sounds. 

Has an increased knowledge 
of the fingerboard up to the 
seventh position and can play 
with appropriate tone and 
dynamics. 

Is able to play pieces in 
simple compound time and 
their associated rhythmic 
patterns and should be able 
to change smoothly between 
chord patterns to a set 
rhythm. 

Is able to perform the 
following; Scales: D^, Am 
(nat/har)^, Dm (nat/har)^, 
C*, A chr* (1 oct). Arpeggios: 
C, D, Am, Dm (1 oct). 

Can perform two part 
melodies, accompany with 
chords and play arpeggio 
style pieces. 

Intermediate 
Level 3 
(Grade 3 
approx.) 

Demonstrates knowledge of 
left hand positions. Is able to 
change positions cleanly and 
accurately up to and 
including the seventh 
position. 

Has a greater understanding 
of dynamics, and is able to 
play both natural and octave 
harmonics. 

Is able to play a common 
pattern in the appropriate 
style which uses sequences of 
dotted eight notes followed 
by sixteenth notes. 

Is able to perform the 
following; Scales: A^, Bm 
(har)^, G, Em (mel) (2 oct), D 
chr^ (1 oct). Interval scales: 
F in sixths (1 oct). Broken 
chords: G (1 oct). Arpeggios: 
G, A, Em, Bm (2 oct). 

Can perform music in 
appropriate styles (e.g. 
allemande, saraband, minuet 
and bourree) playing all 
pieces with the appropriate 
tempo and style. 

Advancing 
Level 1 
(Grade 4 
approx.) 

Is able to demonstrate a 
sound knowledge of the left 
hand position up to the ninth 
position. Plays with fully 
independent thumb 
movement and with full 
control of a range of damping 
techniques. 

Is able to play more complex 
ornamentation such as the 
trill, the mordent, the 
reverse mordent and the 
apoggiatura. 

Is able to play a variety of 
rhythmic patterns without 
loss of clarity or tone. 

Is able to perform the 
following; Scales: Bb^, Bm 
(mel)^, F, F#m (har), G chr 
(2 oct). Interval scales: G in 
tenths, Am (har) in sixths. 
Broken chords: C (1 oct). 
Arpeggios: F, Bb, Bm, F#m (2 
oct) + Dom7 in G (1 oct). 

Is able to play and read at 
sight a range of pieces in a 
variety of styles, and can 
play with others with 
assurance and confidence 
and empathise with others 
performing a variety of 
pieces from differing idioms. 

Advancing 
Level 2 
(Grade 5 
approx.) 

Has a sound knowledge of the 
fret board and has sensitivity 
in their playing, with 
rhythmic flexibility. 

Is able to play pieces with 
varying tempi, articulation, 
phrasing and dynamics. Is 
able to play a variety of 
techniques i.e. rasgueado 
and tremolo, using a wide 
range of harmonics and is 
relaxed when playing the full 
bar. 

Can play a wide range of 
pieces containing complex 
time signatures and 
syncopated rhythms with 
confidence. 

Can play complex pieces in 
different keys, tonality and 
transpositions with 
confidence. Scales: D^, Am 
(har)^, E, Gm (mel), B chr (2 
oct). Interval scales: A in 
sixths, F in octaves, Am (mel) 
in tenths (1 oct). Broken 
chords: Em (1 oct). 
Arpeggios: D, E, Am, Gm, 
Dom7 in D, Dim7 on A (2 oct). 

Can perform with others and 
contribute their own 
interpretive ideas and 
respond to other performers 
in conveying the character 
and style of the music. Is 
able to perform music with 
conviction and within the 
particular style and period of 
the music. 

 

Suggested material Other notes 

 
 

Notes for scales: These are based on the ABRSM syllabi – scales will be varied dependent on the pupil’s own board, 
experience and genre of performance. All thumb and fingers combined except * = thumb only, ^ = fingers only. 

 


