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Foundation 
Level 1 

Adopts the correct playing 
position including, how to 
hold the instrument and 
place both hands in the 
correct position. Is familiar 
with the names of the six, 
open strings, to be aware of 
the correct placement of the 
first 3 fingers on the 
corresponding frets of the 
three highest sounding strings 
(using the left hand in 1st 
position) and to be able to 
hold a pick (plectrum) 
comfortably and without 
excessive hand tension. 

Is able to play single note 
(open string) rhythm 
patterns, whilst maintaining 
the correct right hand picking 
technique (using down 
strokes only) - this should be 
repeated whilst applying 
contrasting dynamic levels 
(forte, mezzo forte and 
piano). 

Is able to clap and count, 
then play basic rhythms 
which include crotchets, 
minims and semibreves. 

Is able to demonstrate a 
range of notes, (using the 1st 
three fingers only in first 
position), on the G, B and 
high E strings, also to 
correctly strum, (using down 
strokes), chords which 
include: 4 string G and D 
major; 5 string A major and 6 
string E minor. 

Is able to play, in unison, a 
tune (in common time) with 
others and then two simple 
duets with the tutor, 
incorporating first, the 
performance of a melody 
followed by an accompanying 
role using two chords.  

Foundation 
Level 2 

Can place the first three 
fingers in 1st position over all 
six strings (left hand) and can 
apply slow and steady 
alternate down and up 
strokes, whilst using the pick, 
on a selection of open and 
stopped notes.  

Demonstrates good finger 
placement on the strings so 
that a clear sound is 
produced - the movement 
from note to note in 1st 
position should result in an 
even tone with clear and 
accurate changes. Can 
achieve a dynamic range 
from piano to forte whislt 
playing simple melodies, 
making use of both crescendo 
and diminuendo gradations. 
Can demonstrate both legato 
and staccato playing - 
throughout, the control of 
the pick should be steady.  

Is able to clap and count out 
loud and then play basic 
rhythms including crotchets, 
minims, dotted minims and 
semibreves. Understands 
crotchet, minim and 
semibreve (whole bar) rests. 

Has a basic understanding of 
tablature. Can play (from tab 
in first position) appropriate 
scales  (e.g. C major, A 
natural minor and E minor 
pentatonic), all one octave 
beginning on the appropriate 
of the two lowest strings. 
Can perform melodies which 
utilise the three lower strings 
and can play appropriate 
chords e.g. G major (6 string 
version), C major (5 strings), 
D7, E major & E7 (both 6 
strings) and A7 (5 strings). 

Can perform duets parts 
incorporating some of the 
above melodic and harmonic 
additions using notation and 
jazz chord symbols 
respectively. Should also 
start a repertoire list of 
tunes that they enjoy playing 
and wish to preserve. 
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Foundation 
Level 3 
(Grade 1 
approx.) 

Can play 3-note chromatic 
figures ascending and 
descending, using each of the 
six strings in turn (left hand) 
- whilst ascending, fingers 
should remain pressed on the 
fret board as subsequent 
fingers are added: 1; 1&2; 
1&2&3; the reverse 
technique should be applied 
whilst descending. Maintains 
the correct posture (at all 
times the guitar neck needs 
to remain clear of the palm 
of the hand). Is able to tune 
the instrument using an 
electronic device. 

Can use the right hand to 
play in various positions over 
the fret board to become 
aware of tone changes, and 
play short melodic phrases 
which include occasional 
accented notes. 

Can now count out loud 
whilst clapping and then play 
basic rhythms including 
quavers, crotchets, minims, 
dotted minims and 
semibreves (and their 
equivalent rests). Is also able 
to play rhythmic patterns in 
imitation and to improvise a 
response.  

Can perform the blues scale 
in C and the scales of A 
minor (pentatonic and 
harmonic) in addition to the 
scales of C major, A natural 
minor and E minor (all 1 
octave) - they should be 
played from a notated part 
as well as from tab. Knows 
the chords of 5 string A 
minor; 4 string D minor and 
Dsus4 along with a series of 
chromatic power chords using 
the two lowest strings 
(fingers 1 & 3 placed on the 
root and 5th respectively). 
Optionally includes up as well 
as down strokes within the 
strumming patterns - a 
controlled, slow, arpeggiated 
spread of each chord within 
one down stroke needs to be 
achieved. 

Can play either a solo piece 
or in an ensemble with 
increasing awareness and 
communicates the character 
of the music. Is aware of 
major and minor modes. Can 
imitate a 2 bar phrase based 
on the notes middle C, D and 
E utilising only crotchets, 
minims and semibreves. Can 
sight read short simple pieces 
in 2, 3 and 4 time using only 
crotchets, minims and 
semibreves, to extend the 
repertoire list. Can perform 
from a mixture of tab and 
notation. 
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Intermediate 
Level 1 

Can play 5-note chromatic 
figures (ascending and 
descending) using each of the 
6 strings in turn (left hand) - 
whilst ascending, fingers 
should remain pressed on the 
fret board as subsequent 
fingers are added: 1; 1&2; 
1&2&3. 1&2&3&4; the 
reverse technique should be 
applied whilst descending. 
Continues to maintain the 
correct posture. Is able to 
tune the instrument using an 
electronic device and be able 
to roughly tune the device by 
ear if the the E string is 
correctly tuned electronically 
using the frets to create to 
the desired reference notes. 
Is able to tell when and 
which strings are out of tune. 

Demonstrates advanced 
capabilities in the right hand 
including palm muting, and 
the ability to create soft and 
hard tones by 
angling/applying force with 
the pick. Performs accented 
notes. Can play in 2/4, 4/4, 
3/4, 6/8. Can add dynamics 
to their pieces: pp,p,f & ff. 

Is able to count without the 
need to count out loud whilst 
playing basic strums - these 
should now include dotted 
crotchets and quavers in 
some cases as well as their 
equivalent rests. Can 
accurately play rhythmic 
patterns and improvise more 
complex melodies. 

Is beginning to understand 
the layout of notes across the 
E and A strings - this should 
include sharps and flats. Is 
able to run from fret 1-12 
naming all notes, and is 
aware of octaves. Can form 
harmonics on the 12th fret. 
Demonstrates an 
understanding of the Major 
and Minor Bar chord shape 
for the E String and is 
capable of producing clear 
notes across strings E-G (B 
and E in advanced cases). 
Demonstrates strumming 
patterns which include up 
and down strokes and palm 
muting has been introduced. 
Can perform arpeggistaed 
chords can be with up and 
down strokes. 

Can hear the difference 
quickly and accurately 
between major and minor, 
and can play a solo or 
ensemble piece with 
awareness of the character 
of the piece of music for 
example adding accents in 
music with more groove. Is 
able to imitate using C, D, E 
and F and can sight read 
crotchet, minims, semibreve 
and quavers - soft reading 
should now include quavers. 
Can Perform piecesn which 
include tab and notation. 
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Intermediate 
Level 2 
(Grade 2 
approx.) 

Is able to play even and odd 
numbers of notes per string 
using economical/alternate 
picking. Is able to execute 
slides and hammer ons/pull 
offs cleanly. Is able to palm 
mute quavers at 120bpm. Is 
able to tune their instrument 
(so it is in tune with itself) 
without the aid of a digital 
device. Is able to mute 
unwanted strings whilst 
strumming their guitar to 
sound only 2 or 3 strings. Is 
beginning to use palm muting 
on the right hand. 

Is able to play syncopated 
rhythms using up and down 
strokes. Is comfortable 
playing up to the fifteenth 
position. Has a clear 
understanding of the 
different tones achieved 
through pickup selection and 
amp settings, a good 
understanding of treble, 
middle and bass is required. 
Can identify the following 
effects:  chorus, tremolo, 
reverb, delay and distortion. 
Is familiar with natural 
harmonics. Is aware of 
common alternate tunings 
such as “Dropped D”. Is able 
to play using a wider dynamic 
range. 

Can be able clap rhythms 
featuring dotted minim and 
crotchet notes. Is able to 
play in unusually time 
signatures 5/4 and 7/4 

The pupil should be able to 
play major, minor, major 
7ths, minor 7ths and 
dominant 7ths in 3 different 
positions on the guitar neck. 
Pupils should be able to play 
major and minor arpeggios in 
one position on the neck. 
Pupils should be able to play 
major, minor, blues, major 
and minor pentatonic scale. 
Student should know the 
name of every fret on the E 
and A string. 

The pupil should be able to 
play a variety of styles 
including pop, jazz, rock and 
metal. Is able to imitate a 4 
bar phrase using dotted 
quavers and semi quavers. 
The pupil should be able to 
play a melodic piece with 
notation not tablature  
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Intermediate 
Level 3 
(Grade 3 
approx.) 

The student must be able to 
demonstrate basic technical 
fluency, secure fretting-hand 
technique, picking/plectrum 
control. This includes 
alternate picking patterns 
whilst performing technical 
exercises and melodic lines. 
Also, the ability to fret/sound 
chords clearly without 
fretbuzz and demonstrate 
dexterity in chord changes. 
The student must be fully 
aware of all parts of the 
Guitar; including pickups, 
volume/tone controls, nut, 
bridge, headstock, scratch 
plate etc. 

Can be fully aware of the 
different tone control knobs 
and pick-ups on the Electric 
Guitar (Humbucker and 
Single Coil). Application of 
right hand tone techniques 
should be fully understood. 
Knowledge of Amplification 
EQ’s and Reverb is also 
required. They should also be 
able to perform songs with 
contrasting dynamics and 
articulation. (Staccato, 
Accents and Palm Muting 
should be performed with 
confidence) Legato phrases 
and specialist techniques 
should be explored further. 
(String bends, hammer ons, 
pull offs and slides.) 

Is able to clap and count 
rhythms in compound time 
(6/8 only) and has an 
understanding of dotted/ 
tied patterns in simple time. 
Has a basic understanding of 
triplet rhythms within 
different genres (e.g. 12 Bar 
Blues). Is able keep a steady 
tempo when performing 
chord progressions, riffs and 
technical exercises. 

Is able to perform chord 
progressions using Major and 
Minor Bar chords, based on 
the E and A string roots. 
Furthermore, the use of open 
Dominant and Minor 7th 
chord voicings (A7, B7, C7, 
D7, E7, G7, Am7, Dm7, Em7). 
Is able to perform 2 octave 
Major and Pentatonic scales 
(Major, Minor and Blues) 
using fingers 1,2,3 and 4. 
Demonstrates a knowledge of 
pitch names. 

Has an extended repertoire 
of songs that use specialist 
techniques (string bends, 
hammer ons, pull offs and 
slides.) Has developed 
improvisational skills within 
this repertoire. Is able to 
clap back rhythms in 
compound and simple time; 
this includes tied and 
syncopated patterns and has 
developed a confidence in 
singing back a short melodic 
phrase that has been played 
on the Guitar (within the 
range of a perfect 5th). 

Advancing 
Level 1 
(Grade 4 
approx.) 

Demonstrates the ability to 
play through exercises such 
as a two octave chromatic 
scale through six keys, double 
time at a minimum of 
180bpm (e.g. F fret one to Bb 
fret six) using alternate 
picking with plectrum or 
thumb finger technique. Can 
sweep pick or finger pick 
arpeggios over a progression 
with a minimum of four 
chords including major 7, 
minor and diminished. Is able 
to execute whole and half 
tone string bends.  

Demonstrates knowledge and 
use of sound effects and 
textures within several 
stylised pieces. Uses volume, 
tone and tremolo. Can 
interchange between 
plectrum and finger style 
within a piece and 
demonstrate playing through 
time & tempo changes. 

Is comfortable playing with a 
greater range of rhythm and 
within time signatures other 
than common time (e.g. 7/4, 
7/8 and 5/4). Uses expressive 
technique to enhance rhythm 
such as damping and muting.  

Incorporates the use of 
modal playing for 
improvisation and 
demonstrate the ability to 
play each mode of the major 
scale over two octaves 
ascending and descending via 
a different route, playing 
fluently at high tempo. 
Demonstrates the ability to 
play beyond fret twelve. 

Demonstrates the ability to 
play a piece of music in any 
chosen style that has a 
duration of at least six 
minutes with a solo break of 
24 bars. Shows ability to 
improvise ensemble and not 
stray away from the chosen 
style of music. 
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Advancing 
Level 2 
(Grade 5 
approx.) 

Has introduced advanced 
techniques such as Hybrid 
Picking, Sweep Picking, False 
Harmonics, Blues Slide with 
open tuning, Tapping and is 
able to play finger style while 
playing counter rhythm bass 
lines with thumb. 
Demonstrates advanced 
technique on the fret hand to 
be able to play double stop 
and bend simultaneously over 
three strings. 

Can execute advanced 
technique on both hands with 
ease and fluency, is 
innovative and tasteful with 
the use of sound effects and 
is clear and pronounced 
playing at slow tempo to 
higher tempo. 

Is able to play intricate 
rhythm patterns with 
expression across a broad 
tempo range. Can 
demonstrate finger picking or 
hybrid picking patterns 
counter rhythm bass part. 
Can perform melody lines 
and chords simultaneously as 
a solo performance through 
advanced rhythm technique. 

Is at ease using the entire 
fret board within 
improvisation and play any 
developed scale to the 
capacity of the fret board. 
Can play pieces using several 
different open tunings. 

Shows their own sense of 
style through improvisation 
and is confident playing 
across many different styles. 
Has the ability to lead and 
change the direction of a 
group improvisation. Has the 
ability to play for long 
periods without tiring or loss 
of direction or technique. 

 

 

Suggested material Other notes 

 
 

 

 


