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Minutes 
Music Education Hub for Cheshire East 

STEERING GROUP MEETING 
15th January 2018, Sandbach School 

 

Item Discussion 

 Present as members: 
Sally Dinnis                       Love Music Trust                                                        (SD) 
Jackie Davies                    Crewe Co-Op Wind Band                                          (JD) 
Ashley Thompson Music for Life                                                              (AT)   
Grace Barber                    Sandbach School                                                        (GB) 
Tim Webster                     Poynton High School                                                 (TW) 
Ella Brett                           Ruskin High School 
Also present: 
Gemma Farrell (Clerk) 

 Apologies 
Apologies were received from: 
Jill Hayes  The Dingle Primary School 
Vicky Smith                       Middlewich Primary School 
Sue Weir                            Malbank 
Alastair McWilliams         Music for Life 

 
 

Update on 
previous action 

points 
 
 
 
 

Life on ReShuffle – SD confirmed that we had been in contact with the co-ordinators of this 
project however as of yet we have not been given an update on the group. SD advised that 
we are still asking for an update. New project with the traveller community and an African 
Drumming project at the Young Carers group Congleton are going really well. JD questioned 
if the traveller group was the one at Cledford and asked if others were involved as well. GF 
confirmed that this included others in the school as well and that since the project they have 
tried to set up an after-school group with the children involved. 
Facebook Group – SD advised that a new group had been set up as a virtual staff room for 
music providers and staff across Cheshire East. The admins at LMT will moderate the group 
and you can request access to join. 

Previous minutes The minutes from the meeting on 2nd October were accepted as read. 

 
 
Change in Chair 

SD advised that (SW) is currently off work and that after a conversation with her that once 
she returned she does not wish to continue to be chair due to personal circumstances. 
Therefore, we would like to propose Jackie Davies to be the new chair of the meeting. GB 
seconded the decision. JD agreed to be the chair of the meeting. TW arrived and advised of 
previous points. 

 
 
 
 
 
Child Licensing 

SD brought the group up to date on the child licensing process. This effects all performances 
which take place outside of schools (nationwide) This year we are having a more positive 
process and our BOPA for all events is in place. Music Mark are working alongside DFE so 
Music Education Hubs come back under the education sector not the performance umbrella, 
but it can take up to 2 years to get legislation changed. SD provided a copy of the documents 
required for a child licence to all parties. SD advised that there is a lot of work that goes into 
gaining a license including an 8 page form, birth certificate, 2 photos of the child, and a letter 
from the head teacher to allow the child to have time off school.  Last year with the concerts, 
CE requested that we did this for all 2000 students and that schools would have to mark all 
children down as unauthorised absences on their registers. AT asked if this was the same in 
all areas. SD advised that there is strict guidance, some areas are doing it to the letter, and 
some areas are aware that there is a grey area and being a little more lenient.  
SD confirmed that with our projects this year CE has classed them as educational as they are 
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backed up by schemes of work. This BOPA only covers children who live in CE. JD asked what 
if a child who is taking part is from outside of CE?  SD we need to apply to their council for a 
child licence and if the performance is taking place outside of CE we need licencing for all 
children involved as our BOPA would not cover this. There are also other technicalities – If a 
child has performed more than 3 times a licence will be required and that if they have done 
anything else, with a dance group, modelling etc  they can only perform 3 times in 6 months. 
SD advised that we took children to an event, which was not run by LMT, and one child did 
not have the correct documents and therefore on the day was told she could not perform. 
TW does this apply to my choir? SD confirmed no as they are a school choir and when they 
are at school events it would not be required however if they came to do something for us 
they would need to be added to our documents (BOPA). SD asked AT how they were finding 
the licensing issues? AT advised that they do not hold their own events so have not needed 
to gain any licences as their performance are done on the behalf of schools. GB – so two 
years before music performances are classed as educational if it is agreed and sorted. SD yes 
that is correct. TW the process is to protect the child, but AT agreed it seemed silly. We just 
wanted to make you more aware of the process and the reason schools were upset as due to 
the licensing the projects planned 2016-17 couldn’t go ahead. JD back in the day they could 
do lots of performance and now issues and would hate for this to stop children from being 
able to do performances. 

Makeup of the 
steering group 

SD – We have lost members, think we just need to look at potential new members and we 
are open to suggestions. TW what is the purpose of the group’s SD confirmed the purpose of 
the group to make sure we are on the right lines as the HUB and to discuss projects, issues 
CPD needs. EB a student voice would be good, JD primary head, EB university Link, GB agreed 
with the university link. Steering group to have a think and pass on names to GF. TW think 
two students would be good.; AT I thought after the Nigel Taylor review there was a certain 
set of people who need to be included SD Yes correct so we need to ensure that all areas 
that we interact with have got a voice so students, schools, other providers and partner 
ensembles. AT is there a member limit SD I do not believe so however we would not want 
voices to be lost. 

Forthcoming 
events 

JD advised that she could not do the steering meeting on the 19th at Poynton GF to look at 
alternative dates. SD advised of a network meeting changes. 
SD advised of LMT three-day events, Barnaby Bear goes into Space, Singfest, Battle of the 
Bands, Cheshire East Music Competition Finals and Come and Play. We are also running the 
Conference this year again but not in conjunction with Cheshire West & Chester or Halton 
and Warrington. AT why is it not with them this year? SD as when we reviewed the outcome 
there were different needs as an organisation and different outcomes provided. 
SD continued to discuss event and advised of the first Vocal residential at Stanley Head with 
a beat boxing workshop and that it is being run by Victoria Palethorpe. TW asked about the 
new choir at Eaton Bank & did the first session go well SD advised that there were 15 
students there for the first session and that it was all positive. AT asked if this choir was for 
all student in CE SD confirmed that it was and continued to advise that we also have the 
Halle, Cheshire Show and Clonter.   

AOB GB raised that it would be good to collaborate with other secondary schools where they have 
specialists in their school to share expertise form different schools, GB has spoken to Lizzie 
Lawrence at the girls school to find a way of doing things together and sharing the costs. Be 
good to get more involved. TW agreed and wondered if there were any examiners, or people 
who have gone through the processes, so they understood it further. All agreed that this 
would be a good perspective. 
GB will look into the workshop and be in touch. 
 
No other AOB 

  
 
G Farrell 06/10/2017 


