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Foundation 
Level 1 

Displays a good posture 
(correct sling height on sax) 
and understanding of correct 
embouchure. Has a good 
hand position on instrument 
across the following range: 
Flute - f' to c'', Saxophone - f' 
to c'', Clarinet - b flat - g'. 

Shows an understanding of 
basic tonguing at a slow 
tempo (crotchets and 
quavers). 

Is able to sustain and control 
a steady level tone on 
instrument over a slow count 
of 3-4 (fl) 6-8 (sax, cl) with a 
good, controlled intake of 
breath. 

Is able to count, clap and 
sing and play basic rhythms 
including crotchets, minims 
and semibreves and write 
their own simple patterns. 
Can perform patterns in 
imitation. 

Can perform a melody with 
others in unison and in a 
simple duet with their tutor. 
Can perform a simple original 
composition from memory in 
a chosen ‘mood’ using notes 
from range.  

Foundation 
Level 2 

Is able to control a level tone 
throughout the range at 
piano and forte. Can play 
across the following range: 
Flute - e' to d'', Saxophone - 
e' to d'', Clarinet - g to a'. 

Produces even, legato 
articulation at a slow tempo 
and slur simple short phrases 
over the range at simple 
dynamics (piano and forte). 

Is able to control the start of 
a note and take breaths 
without affecting the pulse 
of the music in 3/4 and 4/4 
time signatures. Can 
demonstrate wider intervals 
(3rds, 4ths & 5ths) with 
legato fingers. Has a sense of 
pitch and understand tuning 
techniques for each 
instrument. 

Is able to count and clap, 
sing and play basic rhythms 
including quavers, crotchets, 
minims and semibreves and 
write their own simple 
patterns. Can also play 
patterns in imitation and 
improvise a response.  

Can perform a simple 
harmony part on crotchets 
and minims whilst tutor plays 
the melody. Can perform a 
simple original composition 
from notation with changing 
dynamics and phrasing.  

Foundation 
Level 3 
(Grade 1 
approx.) 

Is able to control tone 
throughout the range from 
piano to forte with crescendo 
and diminuendo. Can play 
across the following range:  
Flute to d' to g''; 
scales/arpeggios of F & G 
major and E minor, 
Saxophone - e' to g''; 
scales/arpeggios of F & G 
major and D minor; Clarinet - 
g to f'', scales/arpeggios of F 
& G major and A minor. 

Produces even staccato 
articulation, at slow and 
medium tempos. Slur longer 
phrases over the range with 
contrasting dynamics. Is able 
to articulate with accents 
and articulate whilst 
accelerando and ritenuto 
marks are observed.  

Is able to control the ‘shape’ 
of notes and to take breaths 
in 2 and 4 bar phrases. Is 
able play in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 
and 6/8 time signatures. 
Demonstrates wider intervals 
(5ths, 6ths, 7ths & 8ves) with 
legato fingers and recognises 
simple tempo markings.  

Is able to count and clap, 
sing and play rhythms 
including quavers crotchets, 
minims, semibreves and 
dotted rhythms. Can 
compose their own patterns 
and play and recognise 
patterns in imitation and 
improvise a response. Is 
familiar with both compound 
and simple time signatures.  

Can perform a melody which 
uses varied rhythmic patterns 
with a piano accompaniment 
(live or recorded) Can 
perform in a larger ensemble 
whilst sustaining their own 
part. Is comfortable with 
appropriate sight reading. 
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Intermediate 
Level 1 

Is able to control a centred 
tone on a single note 
throughout the range for 2 
bars from piano to mezzo 
forte at a fast tempo. Can 
play across the following 
range: Flute - d' to g''; 
scales/arpeggios of F & G 
major and E & A minor (1 
oct), D major (2 oct) | 
Saxophone - d' to b''; 
scales/arpeggios of F & G 
major, D & A minor and D 
major (2 oct) | Clarinet - e to 
g''; scales/arpeggios of F & G 
major, A minor (2 oct), C 
major & D minor (1 oct). 

Produces an even, legato 
articulation at a slow tempo 
and can slur simple short 
phrases over the range at 
simple dynamics (piano and 
forte)  

Can achieve a smooth 
transition between the 
ranges over wider intervals 
without breaking the air 
column. 

Is able to count, clap, sing 
and play rhythms including 
quavers, crotchets, minims, 
semibreves and dotted 
rhythms along with triplets 
and semiquaver groups. Can 
compose their own patterns 
and play and recognise 
patterns in imitation and 
improvise a response. 

Can lead a section in an 
advancing school band and 
should now have the 
confidence to tackle easier 
inner parts within 
hub/partner ensembles. 

Intermediate 
Level 2 
(Grade 2 
approx.) 

Is able to control a centred 
tone throughout the range 
from piano to forte at a 
moderate tempo for 2 bars 
without the loss of quality of 
sound and to be aware of the 
process involved in that 
production. Can play across 
the following range: Flute - d' 
to g'''; scales/arpeggios of F & 
G major, E & A minor and D 
major (2 oct) | Saxophone - 
d' to b''; scales/arpeggios of F 
& G major, D & A minor and 
D major (2 oct) | Clarinet - e 
to c'''; scales/arpeggios of F & 
G major (2 oct), C major & D 
minor (1 oct) + A minor 2 
(oct). 

Produces even legato and 
staccato articulation at a 
moderate tempo and can mix 
these in longer phrases over 
the range at simple dynamics 
(piano and forte). 

Can achieve a smooth 
transition between the 
ranges within scales at faster 
tempos without breaking the 
air column both legato and 
tongued.  

Is able to count, clap, sing 
and play rhythms including 
quavers, crotchets, minims, 
semibreves and dotted 
rhythms. 

Shows greater confidence in 
larger ensembles and be 
playing in a variety of styles. 
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Intermediate 
Level 3 
(Grade 3 
approx.) 

Is able to control their tone 
throughout the range from 
piano to forte at a slow 
tempo for 4 bars crescendo 
and diminuendo without the 
loss of quality of sound and is 
aware of the process involved 
in that production.  Can play 
across the following range: 
Flute - d' to g'''; 
scales/arpeggios of F, G & D 
major, D, E & G minor (2 
oct), A minor (12th) and 
chromatic on F | Saxophone - 
d' to b''; scales/arpeggios of 
Bb major, E, G & A minor (1 
oct), F & G major (12th), D 
minor (12th), C major (2 oct) 
and chromatic on G | 
Clarinet - e to c'''; 
scales/arpeggios of F & C 
major, A, G & D minor (2 oct) 
and chromatic on C. 

Produces a variety of even 
legato and staccato 
articulation at a faster tempo 
in longer phrases over the 
range with contrasting 
dynamics, accents and 
attack. 

Can achieve a smooth 
transition between the 
ranges, within scales at 
slower tempos, without 
breaking the air column, both 
legato and tongued. Has an 
understanding of basic 
alternative fingerings and 
trills. 

Is able to count, clap, sing 
and play rhythms including 
quavers crotchets, minims, 
semibreves, dotted rhythms 
and tied notes. Understands 
both compound and simple 
time signatures and their 
groupings. 

Is taking an active part in 
hub/partner ensembles 
showing reasonable ensemble 
skills, be able to interpret 
and understand the need for 
compliance with the 
conductor’s directions and 
help less experienced players 
with practical advice and by 
example. Develop 
understanding of musical 
terms in line with repertoire 
/ syllabi. 

Advancing 
Level 1 
(Grade 4 
approx.) 

Is able to hold a level and 
controlled tone from e to e 
flat''' (cl), b flat to e ''' (sax), 
c' to a''' (fl) in a variety of 
major and minor 
scales/arpeggios in various 
markings i.e. dolce/accents. 
Can play chromatically 
throughout the range with 
smooth transitions in 
arpeggios and dom/dim7th 
and has knowledge of 
appropriate key signatures. 
Can play across the following 
range: Flute – c' to a'''; 
scales/arpeggios of Bb, Bm 

Demonstrates a confidence 
and fluidity of articulation in 
more challenging music with 
contrasts of phrasing, 
experimenting with double 
tonguing (flute) and 
refinement of a quicker 
single tongue (reed 
instruments). 

Demonstrates an 
understanding of tonal 
contrast in relation to 
repertoire and performance 
styles and techniques 
relevant to their instrument. 

Is fluent with all basic 
rhythmic combinations 
including triplets and 
compound times, and should 
be able to work out more 
advanced rhythms (ties & 
syncopation) and play these 
securely against other parts. 
Can perform in irregular time 
signatures (5 or 7 beats). 

Is taking lead parts in the 
section of a hub/partner 
ensemble and leading within 
a school ensemble.  Should 
be taking minor solos in 
major concerts in the context 
of ensembles and should have 
opportunity of solo 
performance in a concert. 
Developing an understanding 
of musical terms in line with 
repertoire / syllabi. 



Small Group/Individual Tuition  
Assessment Criteria: Woodwind 

 
  

Tone & Range Articulation Technique Rhythm Performing & Communicating 

 

Page 4 of 5 

(12th), C, D, Eb, A, Cm, Dm, 
F#m, Gm, D chr, F chr, Dom7 
in G (2 oct) | Saxophone – A 
(1 oct), F, F#m, Gm (12th), 
C, D, Eb, Bm, Cm Dm, C chr, 
D chr, Dom7 in G (2 oct) | 
Clarinet – F, G, A, Bb, D, Em, 
Gm, Bm, Cm, Dm, F chr, C 
chr, Dom7 in C (2 oct). 

Advancing 
Level 2 
(Grade 5 
approx.) 

Can play and recognise the 
note patterns of scales 
throughout the range and 
feel confident of playing 
these in sight-reading 
situations with appropriate 
tone and dynamics. Can play 
the following scales and 
arpeggios: Flute – Bb, Bm 
(12th), C, Eb, E, G Ab, A, Cm 
Chm, Fm, F#m, Am, Eb chr, E 
chr, Dom7 in F, Dom7 in Bb, 
Dom7 in C, Dim7 on E (2 oct) 
| Saxophone – G, Ab, A, Fm, 
F#m, Am (12th), Bb, D, Eb, E, 
Bm, C#m, Em, D chr, Eb chr, 
Dom7 in Eb, Dom7 in F, Dom7 
in G, Dim7 on D (2 oct) | 
Clarinet – E, G, Ab, Bb, C, D, 
Eb, Fm, Fm, Bm, Cm, C#m, 
Dm, F chr, C chr, Dom7 in 
Bb, Dom7 in C, Dom7 in D, 
Dim7 on G (2 oct). 

Is able to play fluently over 
the entire range listed with a 
variety of articulations and 
dynamics with understanding 
of style relevant to the 
period of the music and 
instrument. 

Demonstrates a confidence 
and fluency of scales being 
played at quaver speed in the 
range and controlled at 
various tempos. Closes their 
fingers in relation to keys so 
as to display a smooth 
transition between all 
octaves where appropriate. 
Shows an understanding and 
use of alternative fingerings. 

Can perform more advanced 
combinations of rhythms 
including syncopated 
patterns, off beats, triplets 
along with a good 
understanding of time 
signatures and their 
groupings and patterns. Can 
mark in beats and work out 
more advanced rhythmic 
patterns independently.  

Is becoming an accomplished 
performer with opportunity 
of solo performances whilst 
taking on more demanding 
solos in an ensemble. Has 
developed an understanding 
of style, repertoire, 
performance skills, and 
musical terms in line with 
repertoire / syllabi. 
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Suggested material Other notes 

 
Abracadabra Clarinet/Saxophone (Jonathan Rutland) - A&C Black 
Abracadabra Flute (Malcolm Pollock) - A&C Black 
Clarinet Basics (Paul Harris) - Faber 
Class Act Series (Sarah Watts) – Kevin Mayhew 
Razzamajazz Series (Sarah Watts) - Kevin Mayhew 
Saxophone Basics (Andy Hampton) - Faber 
Team Woodwind Series (Cormac Loane/Richard Duckett) - Faber 

 
At a beginner level, pupils should demonstrate knowledge of safe assembly of 
instrument, adjustment of reed and care including awareness of reed strength and 
storage, alignment of joints and cleaning of instrument. 
 
Instrumental ranges are expressed in the appropriate transposition. 
 
Notes for scales/arpeggios: 
 
These are based on the ABRSM syllabi – scales will be varied dependent on the pupil’s 
own board, experience and genre of performance. 
 
Octaves: 

 

 


